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The practice of the Office in registering renewal applications on 
behalf of children of a deceased author where the widow was still alive 
came under attack in briefs filed in the Supreme Court, requesting it to 
overrule a decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
to the effect that widow and child shared the renewal right. 

Qn January 9, 1956, the Supreme Court granted certiorari. Briefs in 
support of the petitioner's position that the widow took to the exclusion 
of the child were filed by ASCAP, Music Publishers Protective Association, 
Ince, Songwriters Protective isaonlatian, Inc. and Motion Picture 
Association of America, Inc. One brief questioned whether the practice 
of the Copyright Office had always been as stated«in a letter from the 
Principal Legal Adviser, introduced in the case below. It went on to state 
that "Opinions of the Copyright Office as such, interpreting the Act should 
in any event be given a little weight inasmch as the furnishing of such 
opinions is the function of the Attorney General..." The importance of 
these questions and the fact that the deserting judee in the Ninth Circuit 
had misinterpreted the necessity for certain administrative. procedures in 
the Copyright Office, were the occasion for discussing with the Department of 
Justice the advisability of filing a brief amicus curiae. The Department 
felt that the Register had a right to file a brief in any case involving an 
interpretation of Title 17, and it was eventually decided to file a memoran- 
dum in this case explaining the history of this portion of the renewal 


clause and further stating that the practice of the Copyright Office has been 
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based upon its rule of doubt, The memorandum, on which the Examining 
Division worked with the Department of Justice, was filed on behalf of the 
Register. It took no position on the further question in the case, 
whether the statute also covered an illegitimate child. 

On June 11, 1956, after oral argument, the Supreme Court decided 
the case, all the justices concurring in the opinion written by Justice 
Harlan that the child shared the renewal with the widow. On the second 
point, seven justices felt that whether an illegitimate child was entitled 
to share depended upon state law; Justices Douglas and Black felt that this 
should be a federal rather than a state question. 

Justice Harlan referred to the memorandum filed'on behalf of the 
Register in the following terms: 


The Solicitor General has.filed a helpful brief 
on behalf of the Register of Copyrights, as 
amicus curiae, in which the administrative 
practice of the Copyright Office is discussed.... 
The practice of the Copyright Office has been 

to register renewal claims by children during 
the lifetime of an author's widow or widower, - 
although this practice, it is frankly admitted, 
is more the result of a decision that there is 
substantial doubt over the question, rather than 
the result of a confident interpretation of the 
statute as treating widows, widowers, and children 
as members of one class. Although we would 
ordinarily give weight to the interpretation of 
an ambiguous statute by the agency charged with 
its administration, cf. Mazer v. Stein, 347 U. S. 
201, 211-213, we think the Copyright Office's ex- 
planation of its practice deprives the practice © 
of any force as an interpretation of the statute, 
and we therefore do not rely on it in this 
instance, 


From the viewpoint of administration, the statement of the court that 


it would give interpretations of the Copyright Office the same weight as 
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those granted to government agencies charged with the adminiatration of a 
federal statute is most important and most umisual, when considered from 
the viewpoint of comparative administrative lav, 

In confirming our present practice, the Supreme Court has aleo raised 
some interesting questions as to the determination of who 18 a "child" or 
"next of kin" under the various state statutes, 

e & Fiddler Fi | 

The Register of Copyrights is rarely sued; we know of only three 
prior instances and one old suit against the then Librarian, acting in 


the field of copyrights. On January 27, 1956, a suit was filed against 


the Register in Bailie & Fiddler v. Fisher, to compel him to make registra- 
tion for a work, 

The work in question is called a "Self-Supporting Star-Shaped 
Photograph Bearing Phonograph Record," for which an application was filed 
in the Copyright Office on October 17, 1955. The work was submitted as 
e work of art, and we refused registration in that category but offered 
to make entry for a photograph appearing on the record in Class J. On 
December 15, 1955, counsel for the claimant answered this letter and said 
that "the work of art for which copyright protection is sought is the 
actual shaping of the record blank itself, This comprises a five point 
ster upon the face of which is provided an area in which a photograph is 
placed and over which a phonograph record may be impressed, ...The regis- 
tration of the photograph itself is not of any interest to our client..." 
On January 13, 1956, we again rejected the work on the ground that the 


configuration, the general coloring and layout scheme was neither the 
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"writing of an author" nor a "work of art" under Title 17, Two weeks 
later, without appealing to the Register, counsel for the claimant filed 
suit in the Federal Court of the District of Columbia, 

The Register assigned the Chief of the Examining Division to dis— 
cuss this suit with the Department of Justice and coordinate the work, 
During the course of preliminary study, we discovered that counsel for 
the claimant had also filed two mechanical and one design patent appli- 
cations for the same device in the Patent Office. We stumbled on these 
patents because it occurred to us that since the device involved a 
phonograph record, there might be an attempt to patent it. Patent appli- 
cations are held in secrecy; assignments relating to patents are not, 

We checked the assignment records and discovered the patent applications. 

We prepared some draft Answers to the Complaint; the Department 
of Justice cast these in the proper form, revised them, and, after making 
a search in the Patent Office for prior devices of this nature, filed 
an Answer to the Complaint on behalf of the Register. The Answer was 
filed at the end of April; there has been no further action since then 
and the case is pending. 


Merce] Boucher v. Du Boyes 

Coart proceedings in which the Copyright Office is called upon to 
testify also are rare; the only recent instance is the testimony of the 
Register in the Mazer cases, 

As a result of the decision of the Supreme Court in Mazer v. Stein, 
there have been several suits filed to test the copyright protection for 
designs in jewelry and fabric. One of the jewelry cases is Marcel Boucher 
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v- Du Boyes, now pending in the Federal Dist, Ct., So. Dist., N. Y, 

In May, 1956 the Chief of the Examining Division was served with 
interrogatories filed by counse)l for Marcel Boucher, and cross-interro- 
gatories filed by counsel for Du Boyes. Answers to the interrogatories 
and cross interrogatories were given in the form of a deposition, 

The questions propounded related to the practice of the office in 
registering works of art and jewelry, how long the practice had con- 
tinued, and present procedures. Most important, the questions covered 
the problem of whether the Office would make additional registrations for 
pieces of jewelry which incorporated designs already registered. The 
most frequent problem is that for example of a brooch which uses the same 
design as an earlier brooch but replaces a central pearl with a rhine- 
stone. Since the Office does not regard a rhinestone as a copyrightable 
element, it will refuse to register the new work since nothing copyright- 
eble hes been added, 

OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS AND PROBLEMS 
Universal Copyright Convention and Public Law_743. | 

Perhaps the most significant development of the year in the Examin- 
ing Division was the coming into force, on September 16, 1955, of the 
Universal Copyright Convention, and the resulting changes in our domestic 
law. Not only was the staff required to become accustomed to new appli- 
cation forms and circulars, but a number of basic changes in examining 
policies and procedures also evolved, These factors substantially in- 
creased the difficulty and complexity of our correspondence, particularly 
in the foreign classes. Especially difficult problems involved the form of 
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the copyright notice required on foreign works, application of the 
Heim case under the U.C.C., and questions of simaltaneous publication 
and geographically limited copyright notices, Legal studies of seme 
of these questions have been undertaken in the Examining Division, 
Application Forms. 

A great deal of time and effort was spent last year in formlating 
changes in the application forms, The new forms were designed in an ef- 
fort to make things simpler both for the applicant and the office. The 
most important changes were: use of more explanatory and instructional 
material on the forms; separation of the claimant's name and addresa; 
differentiation between domicile and address; addition of spaces for new 
matter, annotations, and future renewal numbers; using a single form for 
Classes L and M; substitution of a new Form BB for Form B5; 

addition of manufacturing and citizenship infor- 
mation on Form B; complete revision of the affidavit on Form A; addition 
of a deposit account line; extension of the requirement of the appli- 
caent's signature to all forms; and use of the domestic Form E not only 
for works first published in the United States, but also for works by 
American citizens or domiciliaries, wherever published. 

Some of these changes have proved extremely successful, and have 
been welcomed by public and staff alike, Others have, at least for a 
time, tended to produce a certain amount of confusion and errors, and 
have resulted in some additional correspondence. We are hopeful that, as 
the public becomes familiar with the new forms, they will prove succ ess = 


ful both in providing us with more information and in making our work simpler. 
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All but six of the new forms were put into use shortly after the new 
law came into force. As soon as regulations, implementing the bil] per- 
mitting the deposit of photographs in place of the actual work in cer- 
tain classes, are issued, we will place five of the remaining application 
forms in use, The sixth, which will be the new renewal form, has been 
prepared, but was held up pending the outcome of the DeSylva case and 
the fee bill now before Congress, 

Circulsrs and Regulations. 

The legislation implementing the Universal Copyright Convention made 
changes ina number of office circulars necessary; the Examining Division 
contributed to these changes and also assisted in the preparation of new 
circulars concerning the new law and convention, In addition, the Examin- 
ing Division has initiated several entirely new circulars, together with 
complete revisions of several old ones, We are hopeful that these new and 
revised circulars will help to decrease the correspondence workload, and 
that additional circulars will be forthcoming in the near future, 

Toward the end of the fiscal year the Examining Division participated 
ectively in the formulation of new Copyright Office Regulations, which we 
believe will be of real assistance in our correspondence, 

Practice Proc eB. 

The experimental examining system that had been undertaken in the 
Book Section was found to have certain weaknesses and, after careful con- 
sideration, was abandoned in favor of the former system, This change has 
had good results, and met with general approval among the examiners and re- 


visers. 
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As time permits, Miss Ringer has undertaken to bring the prac- 
tices and procedures of the Division down to date, and we have begun 
to issue memoranda to the Division based upon these studies, The pass 
age of time usually brings some divergence in practice as between the 
different Sections based upon somewhat different situations, and Miss 
Ringer will attempt to reconcile these and bring them into line, 
Currency and Correspondence. 

For most of the year, primary examining remained on a current basis. 
During some peak periods, overtime work was necessary to maintain cur- 
rency. Problems arose on Several occasions on the revisory and corres— 
pondence levels, due to a number of factors including the added corres— 
pondence resulting from the new law and applications, changes in per- 
sonnel, and the usual vacation and leave difficulties, The correspon- 
dence workload is probably the most pressing problem confronting the 
Examining Division, and efforts are being undertaken to study and improve 
the situation as time permits. 

Designs and ‘orks of Art. 

The difficult and specialized problems of de minimis, originality, 
and duplication, which formerly had arisen for the most part in connec— 
tion with prints and labels, were presented in an increasing number of 
cases involving commercial designs. Registrations for published works of 
art increased at the startling rate of h%, due largely to an influx of 
jewelry resulting from some favorable court decisions. The practical, as 
well as theoretical and legal, difficulties in exanining the material are 


formidable. During the year, we made 1,109 registrations for jewelry 
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applications; we received additional applications and these re- 
jections raised the more difficult problems, 

On the other hand, although a number of attorneys and manufac~ 
turers came in to discuss the possibilities of protecting their tex- 
tile designs under the copyright law, the anticipated rush to copy- 
right fabrics failed to develop. The main stumbling block appears to 
be the copyright notice, which manufacturers seem reluctant to use 
for practical reasons, The examiners encountered an increasing num- 
ber of defective notices in the design field, ranging from illegible, 
microscopic, and incomplete notices on jewelry, to fabric notices that 


are not "laundry-proof," and to notices printed on detachable tags. 
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 


Tegal Work and Projects. 

In addition to the preparation of specific legal memoranda, mem~ 
bers of the staff of the Division worked on a number of special projects. 

Mr. Doyle was a member of the Ad Hoc committee to consider possible 
legislation with respect to the Igoe decision and attended the final 
meeting of the committee in New York. At that meeting, it was evident 
that there was no agreement as to any proposed remedy and its work was 
discontinued. 

Mr. Guinan worked on procedures to implement the new application 
forms, once they were placed in use. 

Miss Ringer spent several months in Europe on the neighboring rights 
project and attended a conference on the project with the Register. The 
' Encyclopedia Americana, published during the year, carried an article on 
Copyright by Miss Ringer. 

Mr. Kaminstein attended two sessions of the Copyright Circle in New 
York dealing with the Universal Copyright Convention and the copyright— 
ing of jewelry. Mr. Kaminstein spoke to a meeting of the Picture 
Division of the Special Libraries Association in Pittsburgh on June 6, 
1956, covering copyright in relation to photographs and the work of 
librarians in this field, Mr. Kaminstein's article, "©: Key to Universal 
Copyright Protection" appeared in Universal Copyright Convention Analyzed. 

During the absence of the Register in Europe, Mr. Kaminstein coordin= 


ated the legal and legislative work of the Office, and spent a good part of 
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his time on the neighboring rights project, Mr. Kaminstein attended 
the hearings on H. R. 6716, the bill covering infringements by the 
Government, and analyzed proposals for amending the original bill sub- 
mitted by other Government agencies. 
The following were members of the designated committees of the 
American Bar Association: 
Copyright Office Affairs: Mr. Glasgow 
International Copyright Relations 
and Conventions: Mr. Kaminstein 
Committee on International Copyright Relations of 
the Section of International & Comparative Laws 


Miss Ringer and Mr. Doyle 


Publications. 

In addition to our own articles, we spent a good deal of time re- 
viewing a revised edition of a standard manual on copyright procedure. 
The experience was a fairly discouraging one, and one which would make 
me hesitate to undertake any similar task in the future. If the manual 
were not used so frequently in publishing circles, and the danger of er- 
roneous applications based upon it so likely, I would not have recommended 
undertaking the present review, Though I believe we did improve the 
volume, our insistence that the author not thank us in the foreword or 
refer to our review apparently angered the author. 

We had a similar problem, with a happier ending, involving revisions 


of a pamphlet on copyright put out by the Practising Law Institute. We 
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made several suggestions for bringing the pamphlet up-to-date and the 


Institute was very appreciative, 


Problem Deposits. 
Many things are being registered today that might shock the 


drafters of the 1909 Act. For example, we believe they would be sur- 
prised at the amount of jewelry we have registered. 

Submission of jewelry raises difficult problems of custody for the 
Copyright Office. We hope that, with the advent of the new bill and 
regulations, most jewelry will be submitted on photographs, 

Vee had other deposits which presented pvoblaus; including imitation 
furs and copies of Cinerama's Seven Wonders of the World, weighing some 
1500 pounds. When it was discovered that the copyright notice was at the 
end of this film, the film had to be returned to a local theatre for re- 
winding, there being no equipment in the Library capable of handling 
film of this size. 

A well-known candy firm registered some of its candy cartons and the 
design of some of its candy bars. The candy bars were sent to the Office 
as the "best editions" of. the work. Registration of the bars was not as 
much of a problem as what to do.with the bars after registration. The 
Selection Officer had no desire to add them to the permanent collections 
of the Library; the Copyright Office had no wish to leave them in its 
stacks to attract the rodents. Rather than transfer them to the Library 
and set the machinery for disposal in motion, we suggested to the claimant 
that he make a formal request for the return of the bars, The claimant 


obliged but requested that we dispose of the bars ourselves by eating them. 
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It would have been simple here to suggest that the claimant file only 
photographs, but while the claimant could have done so, the wisdom of 
our not suggesting it was borne oub when, early in 1956, the claimant 
filed suit in the Federal Vistrict Court in New York against some com- 
petitors alleging copyright and design patent infringement, as well as 
unfair competition. If photographs alone had been deposited, the de- 
fendant might have challenged the validity of the deposit. The case 
will be very interesting to us since it will present the problem of dual 
protection under the copyright and design patent laws. 

Cooperation with Other Government Agencies, 

In some cases we discuss the nature of the applications with other 
government agencies such as the Department of Justice and the Post Office 
Department. Several years ago-we talked to ‘the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration about an application involving a' patent medicine forma contain- 
ing arsenic. 

We had nothing as lethal during the past year, but we did have an 
application covering "skip tracer" forms which were gotten up to look 
rather like government forms or checks. The matter was discussed with the 
Federal Trade Commission and at their suggestion, with the Post Office | 
Department and the Secret Service; registration was not made in the particular 
case because the claimant had not complied with the statutory requirements 
of litle 17. Later in the year, bills were introduced under the sponsor= 
ship of other government agencies to prevent the use of "U.S." or repre-= 
sentations of government buildings in certain cases, 


In another case, the Heraldry Branch of the Army was able to identify 
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an emblem submitted to us by an auto display manufacturer as that of 
the Air Force Reserve Associations the original emblem having been pub— 
lished without a copyright notice, the application was denied. 

We conferred with several agencies about works written or published 
by their employees. In one case, we denied an application for a book 
written by employees of the Public Health Service and printed pri- 
vately. In another, we felt there was no reason for rejecting a work 
sponsored by a government agency where the text was to be written by per- 
sons outside the Government. 

Fees. 

The Examining Division has always been troubled by the discrepancy 
in fees in the print and label class, which is $6.00, and the fee in all 
other categories of original applications, $4.00. The $6.00 fee was set 
in the Patent Office and.is, an anachronism, Some applicants have resisted 
suggestions that their work properly belones in the print and label cate— 
gory because of the difference in fee. We therefore hope that Congress 
will enact the pending bill to reduce the $6.00 fee to $4.00. 

On the other hand, the work required in connection with applica- 
tions for renewal is greater than it is in the case of original applica- 
tions, and it would therefore seem appropriate that the fee for renewal 
applications be lifted from $2.00 to $4.00, as the bill now provides. 

Tne Interesting and the Elusive. 

We faced a number of interesting and intriguing situations. We were 

consulted on copyright ,roblems affecting some very well-known books, 


motion pictures and musical comedies. The widow of an Ambassador came in 
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to discuss registration of a play found among her husband's papers after 
his death. Mrs. Millicent Todd Bingham came in on several occasions to 
talk about copyright in her own books and in the poems and Jebters of 
Emily Dickinson. We became involved in the question of copyright in the 
photographs of Lincoln by Brady, both through the Library and by way of 
separate application. 

We rejected novelty eye glasses bearing the legend, "I Like Ike," 
as well as several slogans including, "Elect Adlai." 

We received an application ‘covering the pythogorean theorem and an 
accompanying explanation. We registered. The honest applicant later dis- 
covered the Same solution in a text and asked us to cancel the registra- 
tione 

We rejected a revision of a motion picture which had been changed 
to include the newphrasing of the pledge of allegiance on the theory 
that no copyrightable matter had been added. We rejected an ancient 
tablet covered by cuneiform writing submitted as a work of art. We 
thought it was ancient but not a work of art. We rejected food containers 
where there was no surface design. We rejected applications covering 
imitations of some natural furs. 

Perhaps our favorite mystery of the year was the question posed as 
a result of several renewal applications, It would seem that one pro- 
lific writer wrote under several pseudonyms, as a man for boy's books, as 
a woman for gi:l's books. We had applications from the children of the 
author as children of different claimants. In addition, there was some 
question as to whether people who actually wrote some of the books had worked 


for hire for our prolific author or on their own, He seemed to have a 
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habit of outlining a plot and hiring someone to put flesh on the bones. 
We finally came to the conclusion that he mst have been not one person 
but a syndicate, 

It was a good year for flying saucers in the Copyright Office, but 
Davy Crockett died again late in 1955, He was immediately supplanted 
in the public fancy by Bridey Murphy, who had her day as the song- 
writers' spiritual inspiration. Her popularity among the musical fra- 
ternity, however, was overshadowed by the bittersmeet romance of Prin- 
cess Margaret and the glamorous wedding of Princess Grace. Ome enter— 
prising lady, who registered a song entitled "I Don't Want to be A 
Princess" during the crisis over Captain Townsend, wrote us again during 
the Monaco nuptials asking that the lyrics of her song be deleted and 
that the title be changed to "The Princess Waltz." Among the mountains 


of “rock and roll" manuscripts, a few titles, such as "Chinese Rock and 


Egg Roll," stand out. 
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PERSONNEL 


On December 2, 1955, Vincent Doyle and James Guinan resigned to go 
into private practice. Mr. Doyle came to the Examining Division on 
August 1, 199 and became Assistant Chief on April 3, 1952. Mr. Doyle's 
Geparture is a loss not only to the Examining Division, but to the Copy- 
right Office as a whole , for he had been assigned to important legal 
work. Mr. Doyle served as President of the Welfare and Recreation 
Association, participated actively in the Drama Club, and is perhaps best 
remembered for his performance as Iuther Heavens in Life with Luther, 

James Guinan was appointed to the Examining Division on September 8, 
1952 and became Head of the Book Section on March 10, 1955. Mr. Guinan 
reorganized the Book Section and also contributed notably to the general 
legal work of the Copyright Office. During his last year, he carried the 
main burden in the preparation of the new application forms, 

In the summer of 1955, the Register sent Miss Barbara Ringer, Head 
of the Renewal Section, to Europe on an important assignment to study and 
analyze the law of neighboring rights, in preparation for a conference on 
the further development of the draft convention in this field. The re- 
sulting legal studies have been published. The Register also asked Miss 
Ringer to stay on and accompany him to an international working party 
which discussed the present status of these rights. 

On January 30, 1956, Miss Ringer became Assistant Chief of the 
Division. She was appointed to the Examining Division as a Primary 


Examiner November 7, 1919, and became Head of the Renewal and Assignment 


~1A- 
Section in 1953. She has performed the work of the Division on every 
level, always with outstanding results, She has made an outstanding 
contribution to the work of the Copyright Office in her legal memoranda, 
her legislative analysis and drafting, and in her administrative work. 

Mrs. Lorna Margolis, who acted in Miss Ringer's place in the 
Renewal section during her absence, was appointed Head, Renewal Section. 
Mr. Guinan's vacancy has not been filled, 

At present, the Book Section operates under the administrative 
guidance of Miss Martha Morgan and the legal supervision of Mr. John 
Fillion. Both deserve credit for working effectively in this arrange~ 
ment. 

It is nothing new to call upon Miss Morgan for assistance in carry- 
ing out the work of the Division, Miss Morgan is a’ source of stability 
and strength in the Examining Division, She has not only done her ow 
work well these many years, but has always found time to help her 
colleagues, new and old, Unusual or exciting work absorbs our attention; 
we tend to forget the cumulative benefit conferred by the presence of 
someone like Miss MOrgan on our staff, 

Several new attorneys have been added-to the staff of the Division. 
We have throvm them into the regular work of the Division and also 
assigned legal papers. We have not been able to find time or personnel 
necessary to give the theoretical background in copyright which we believe 
would be helpful and make their work more meaningful. 

Toward the close of the year, work on a reclassification study of 
some of the positions of the Division was resumed. We hope that it will 


be possible to continue this and bring it to an early conclusion, 
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STATISTICS 


Registrations, 


Registrations levelled off this year and the overall increase 
(176 entries) was so small as to be statistically negligible. As ex- 
pected, the coming into force of the U.C.C. resulted in a noticeable 
drop of 8% in foreign registrations; among the largest foreign classes, 
books dropped 13% and msic dropped 5%, There wore no gains worth 
mentioning in the foreign entries, 
Domestic registrations showed a slight increase of 3h, but this 
was largely the result of a sizeable gain in renewal entries~up 1,407 
(7%) over last year. Published music registrations increased 3% and 
umpublished msic reversed a trend and increased by 2%; this year msic 
came close to being the largest class of copyright material. On the 
other hand, commercial prints and labels showed a surprising drop of 
“10%. Periodicals, books, and miscellaneous classes generally showed 


small decreases. 


Recordations. 
While the number of assignments dropped about 2%, the number of 
assignment title cards prepared remained almost exactly the same. 


Notices of use increased by 11%, and notice of use title cards increased 


by 12%. 
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APPENDIX A 


DOMESTIC REGISTRATIONS 


| C iE crease Jacrease 

4 - Books 9,373 19 142 231 (44) 

p - Periodicals 58,00 58,856 816 (1% 

a ic at a to Periodicals 390 31K6 xt p 

D- een (Total) 3,192 35357 165 (54) 

shed Dramas) (525) (516) (9) (24) 

| (Unpublished Dramas (2,667) (2,841) (174) (64) 

ao a 
(Unpublished Music) tio 098) 392238) 861 (2%) 
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(Published Works of Art) (2,52h) (1, 716) 778 (bls 4) 
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‘J - Scientific Drawings (Total) 1,12 1,331 207 (15%) 
(Published Drawings) (641) (680) 39 (6% 
L mareaaeody Drawings) OMe tis} 168 (26% 

J -— Photogra tal 1410 00(2 
(Published Preteereons) (3013) {tra).—— he) (ata) 

a — Photographs ) Ey nore (58) (17%) 176 (032) 

KkK- Commercial Prints & labels 95491 10,505 1,01), (102) 

j-M-Motion Pictures (Total) 3,012 2,650 362 (142) 
(Published Class L) (1,63)) (1,167) 467 (40%) 
(Unpublished Class L) (25) (49) (2h) (49%) 
(Published Class M) (1,166) (1,273) (107) (8%) 
(Unpublished Class M) (187) (161) 26 (16%) 


TOTAL DOMESTIC REGISTRATIONS 211,753 210,47 1,279 (3%) 


ith the exception of those for books, the figures in this table include 
foreign registrations for which a fee was paid, since no separate computation 
was made of these entries. 
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FOREIGN REGISTRATIONS 


CLASS OF MATERTAL 1956 1955 INCREASE DECREASE 
A = Books (Total) 1,569 5,272 103 (134) 
(Ad Interim = Total) (1,5) (1,578) 12h (84) 
{Ad int. - $4.00 fee) (Ol (159) 55 (12% 
(Ad Int. - PL. 8h) it 1,119) 69 (6%) 
(Foreign - Total) 3,115 (3,69)) 579 ea} 
(Foreign - $4.00 fee) (407) (52) 135 (25% 
B - Periodicals 536 592 56 (9%) 
D - Dramas 137 136 1 (1%) 
£ - Music 7,805 8,163 358 (5%) 
F — Maps 63 29 2h (834) 
G — Works of Art 1 1 (100%) 
H -— Reproductions 26 29 3 (10%) 
I -— Scientific Drawings 8 19 li (58%) 
J — Photographs 3 3 (300%) 
K - Prints 7 18 11 (612) 
TOTAL FOREIGN 
REGISTRATIONS 13,155 1,258 


1,103 (8%) 


sHith the exception of those for books, the figures in this table do not 
include foreign registrations for which a fee was paid, since no separate 


computation was made of these entries. 
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APPENDIX C 


TOTAL DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN REGISTRATIONS 
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GLASS OF MATERTAL 1956 1955 INCREASE  —- DECREASE 
| Se 
- Books 53,92 Sh hs 72 (14) 
- Periodicals 58,576 59 li8 872 (14) 
3- Contributions To Periodicals 3,90 3,746 256 (74) 
- Lectures 771 813 2 (5%) 
- Dramas 35329 35493 16h (5%) 
_- Music 58,330 575527 803 (14) 

. Maps 2,2h2 2,013 229 (11%) 

,= Works of Art 4,168 3556 712 (203%) 

: - Reproductions 785 fal 15 (13%) 
[= Scientific Drawings 15132 1,350 218 (16%) 
J - Photographs 1,108 1,105 303 (27%) 

[ - Prints 3,306 3,793 (487 (138) 
K-Commercial Prints & Labels 9 491 10,505 1,014 (10%) 
I-Motion Pictures 3,012 2,650 362 (14%) 

R - Renewals 20,926 19,519 1,407 (78) 

GRAND TOTALS 224,908 22h,732 


176 (.08%) 


APPENDIX D 
REGISTRATIONS BY EXAMINING DIVISION SECTIONS 
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sec TIONS 1956 1955 Increase Decrease 
ooks 53,9l2 Shy Wr2 (14) 
periodicals 58,576 59,48 872 (1%) 
pusic 58,330 57,527 803 (14) 
Misce Llaneous 33,134 33,82) 690 (2%) 
Renewals 20,926 19,519 1,07 (74) 


Totals 224,908 22h, 732 176 (.08%) 


PERCENTAGES OF TOTAL REGISTRATIONS 
HANDLED BY EACH SECTION 


Books @eeocoeoseeeeneee2e0800 2h% 
Periodicals.cecsssesscece Op 
MuSic ceocccccsccccccsecos 25% 
MiscellaneouS cecccccccce 15% 
Renewals cccccecccccvccece 10% 


APPENDIX & 
EXAMINING DIVISION 


RECORDATION FUNCTIONS 


TYPE OF MATSRIAL 1956 1955 Increase Decrease 
Assignments 7,146 7,328 172 (2%) 
Assignment Index Cards 39 413 39 417  (--4) 
Notices of Use 2 507 2,168 239 (11%) 
Notice of Use Index Cards 8,911 7,983 928 (12%) 


Certified Documents 2,301 2 532 231 (9%) 


SUMMARY 


The Examining Division had a litigious year; it participated in 
the filing of a memorandum with the Supreme Court in a case which re- 
affirmed one of our renewal practices; it assisted in filing an Answer 
to a Complaint brought against the Register of Copyrights to compel 
him to register a work; and it testified, by way of deposition, in a 
case involving the office practices with respect to jewelry. 

The fiscal year marked the coming into force of the Universal 
Copyright Convention and the domestic implementing legislation, with 
the resulting adoption of new applications, circulars, practices, and 
policies. Among the most pressing problems were those arising from 
markedly increased deposits of jewelry. If fiscal 1955 was Davy 
Crockett year in the Examining Division, 1956 belonged to Bridey Murphy 
and the Princesses Margaret and Grace. We also trust that rock and 
roll has reached its apogee—or nadir, depending on the point of view. 

Statistically, registrations levelled off and this year's total 
figures closely resemble last year's. While there were Significant de- 
creases in registrations for foreign works and commercial prints and 
labels, there were marked increases in msic (both published and 


unpublished) and in renewals. 
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